Journal of the Royal Society ofMedicine Volume 73 August 1980 neurological rehabilitation, giving special thought to the physical, psychological and social problems of such conditions as multiple sclerosis, motor neurone disease and Parkinsonism. This is the standard British textbook of rehabilitation medicine and a 'must' for every medical library.
D N GOLDING

Section Editor Section ofRheumatology & Rehabilitation
Essentials of Neurosurgery. R Hayward pp 275 £9.75 Oxford: Blackwell 1980 This is an excellent and readable introduction to neurosurgery for the non-specialist. Students will find integration of basic sciences with clinical matter. Casualty officers and hospital residents will find unequivocal advice on emergencies, when to perform and withhold lumbar puncture, methods of observation and indications for further action in head injuries, brain tumour or abscess, and spinal compression. The natural history of untreated ruptured cerebral aneurysms, with brief statistics, preceding consideration of treatment, should appeal to physicians.
No space is wasted on details of surgical treatment, but there is a full outline of diagnostic methods, their priorities and scope. Alternative therapies, e.g. conservative or operative for intervertebral disc lesions, radiation or excision of tumours, selection of spina bifida cases for surgery, are discussed in the light of modem practice. Brief, but adequate coverage of esoteric subjects (e.g. stereotactic surgery, peripheral nerve compression, spasmodic torticollis) completes the survey. Simple line illustrations complement a well written text. There are selected references and an index.
This valuable distillation deserves to become a standard work.
D G PHILLIPS
Neurosurgeon (retired) Frenchay Hospital and Bristol Royal Infirmary
Fracture Treatment and Healing R B Heppenstall (ed) pp 1087 £39 London: Saunders 1980 The comprehensive review on any subject always poses a problem as no one person can be a complete expert on all aspects, particularly in the problems of fracture treatment. This book attempts to do this using multiple authors under the editorship of Dr Heppenstall.
The early chapters deal with problems of wound and fracture healing, and are helpful to the clinician in that they do provide an up-to-date review of the current thoughts on the biology and chemistry of this process and also review the reasons for the current enthusiasm for the use of electrical treatment in the union of fractures.
With regard to the individual chapters on specific injuries, some are considered in extreme detail where others are barely covered. Injuries to the head and chest are covered in a total of twenty pages which also is the space allocated to the problems of anterior dislocation of the shoulder. In the section on the injuries to the knee, I had expected to find a discussion of the problems of ligamentous injury as these are intimately related with both proximal tibial and distal femoral fractures.
Throughout this book there is a great-tendency for major subdivision of fractures into many different types. In many cases the assumption is made that the reader is already well versed in the problems of fracture management. The junior trainee without experience presented with an ankle fracture would have difficultyappreciating the best line of treatment if he had not read the forty pages on this problem. In general, however, the book is well written and contains adequate references.
ACAlTERALL
Section Editor Section ofOrthopaedics
News
Section of ComparatiYeMedicine
On Wednesday II June,membersoftheSectionof Comparative Medicine visited the premises of the Royal College of Surgeons of England at Downe. Kent. After assembling at Buckston Browne Farm. the visit began with a tour of the grounds of Down House, and then an inspection of the house itself. formerly the home of Charles Darwin. The group were fortunate in being guided by Sir Hedley Atkins, who provided a most entertaining insight into the life of Charles Darwin and his household. After lunch in the village nearby, there was a tour of the Dental Unit and the Surgical Science Unit. The extensive animal accommodation, the good surgical facilities, and the enthusiasm of the staff were all much admired. At the end of the afternoon the group were joined at tea by members of the Council of the Royal College of Surgeons of England. The Section is most grateful to the Royal Collegeof Surgeons for permission to visit Downe, and would like to thank Dr J E Cooper for making the arrangements. Our thanks also go to Sir Hedley Atkins for his personal interest, and to aU the staff who contributed to a most enjoyable and instructive day.
GACULLEN
Honorary Secretarl' Section ofComparative Medicine
